Suggestions to Parents
Developing Language Skills

Following are ten techniques that are effective in developing children’s language skills.  Use them consistently while you engage in daily activities with your students.

1.  Talk to yourself about what you are doing, thinking and feeling while engaged in an activity.  Let the child listen and comment.
2.  Describe the child’s actions while they are engaged in an activity.  Talk about what you think they are thinking, feeling and experiencing.
3.  Name and describe objects you are using for an activity.  Use words that relate to color, size, shape and function.
4.  Provide good speech examples.  Speak in simple sentences.  Model correct speech.
5.  Talk naturally and casually.  Don’t over-exaggerate.
6.  Listen to what the child says.  Respond to questions, comments, ideas, plans, etc.
7.  Make talking fun.  Use rhymes, jingles, finger plays, make-believe games and musical activities when possible.
8.  Expand upon the child’s language attempts.  Add to what your child says.
9.  Read to the child.  Encourage them to discuss with you what was read.
10. Ask questions.  Find out how much the child knows and understands about what you are experiencing.
